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Professor Charron Wins in Minnesota 
By Kaitlin Hartnett 
"Dear Friends, as a candidate 
for State Representative, I believe 
it is important you know my 
positions facing our state and 
communities ..." 
This is the opening of the new 
Minnesota State Representative's 
mission statement on his website, 
www.echarron.com. This man, 
Professor Michael Charron, is 
also the Chair for the Theatre 
Department 	at 	Concordia 
University, St. Paul and will be 
directing the next Concordia 
show, "Proof" 
"It's basically like having two 
full-time jobs," Mike Charron 
said. "I think the highest price 
I paid was sacrificing the time I 
should've been spending with my 
family." 
Charron started out at St. Mary's 
College in Winona, Minn. with a 
triple major in English, Theatre 
and Education and graduated in 
1979. Then, he taught at a small 
high school where he directed all 
the plays and was quite literally 
"half the English department." 
Charron said he first got involved 
in Concordia Theatre after his 
graduation from the University 
of Minnesota in Minneapolis. He 
The Presid 
By Jeanne Ronchak 
As the polls slowly began to close 




as the results 
for each state 
started to trickle 
in. 	While 
experts 	gave 
the nation their 
estimates on the 
"swing states," 
and Dan Rather 
attempted to 
make jokes about them ("The 
east don't mean a thing if you 
don't get those swing states"), 
each state gradually changed 
from grey to white to red, blue, 
and even green on the electoral 
screen. There were cheers for 
favorable results, sneers and 
complaints for the unfavorable, 
or, perhaps, indifference for 
others. Minnesota's 10 electoral 
votes eventually went to Senator 
John Kerry, as, once again, the 
state favored the Democratic 
candidate. Minnesota has gone to 
the Democratic nominee in every 
presidential election since 1972. 
Ohio received the most attention 
of the evening, as its 20 electoral 
votes ended up being the deciding 
factor in the election. Instead 
of having another "Florida" 
incident, however, Kerry 
gracefully conceded the next day, 
after realizing that his chances of 
winning Ohio were impossible. 
Junior Angela Bin stated that 
said his original intention was 
to be at Concordia for only six 
months. He still directs theatre 
here 21 years later. 
"I was supposed to be here," 
he said. "I have found my home 
professionally and spiritually. 
In an extremely 
close 	race, 
the 	position 
of the next 
Commander 
in Chief went 
to George W. 
Bush, who 
will begin his 




campaign commercials and 
discussions, many Concordia 
students, faculty and staff 
participated in the election, eager 
to have their voices heard. Most 
students were   
first time voters; 
for others, it 
was the first 
presidential 
election in 
which they have 
been able to 
vote. Whether 
Democrat, 	Republican, 	or 
Independent, the Concordia 
community flocked to their polling 
place—or the Recreational Center 
at Dunning Field for on-campus 
residents. 
Many students within Concordia 
thought that voting was very 
important for this election year. 
Junior Patty Boettcher said, 
"I voted because I think it is a 
person's duty as an American 
citizen to vote." Birr replied with a 
I also believe in what it stands 
for." 
His wife, Dr. Lori Charron, is 
also a professor at Concordia 
University. An Associate 
Professor of Communications, she 
was also Charron's "best advisor." 
to make any sort of difference, we 
need to take action." This year's 
election marked the highest voter 
turnout since 1968, with 115 
million voters letting their voice 
be heard-10 million more than 
in 2000. Polls throughout the 
country stayed open later than 
scheduled or threatened to run 
out of ballots, and some polling 
places dealt with long lines all 
day. 
As with the rest of the nation, 
the result of the election left 
mixed feelings within the CSP 
community. Junior Aaron 
Gehrke, a supporter of President 
Bush, said that "it's really cool 




politics. I know 
for myself I 
became more 
educated in the 
ways of this 
country and world in the past few 
months than I ever have." He was 
glad to see his candidate win and 
to see that the election did not 
encounter any major problems. 
"I'm happy with the results of 
the election, especially because it 
went a lot smoother than the last 
time around," said Gehrke. 
see Election 2004 
continued on page 8 
difficult to be away from his 
family. He explained that they 
helped get him through the tough 
times by leaving him notes when 
he came home late at night or 
seeing him before they went to 
bed. Another part of his life that 
kept him up when times were 
rough was his religion, he said. 
"I've had tons of people praying 
so hard for me," Charron said. 
"And it was the first time in my 
life I could actually feel it. I had 
a sense of calm and reassurance, 
and whether I won or lost my 
burdens were lifted by God. I 
just always felt refreshed after 
service." 
As for his campaign, Charron 
said he believed the people in his 
district, 56A, should vote for him 
because of his open mind and 
his sincerity in wanting to make 
things right. 
"Free speech only works if 
people listen," he said. "And I 
am willing to hear others despite 
my own political beliefs. I am not 
looking to promote myself or my 
party. I just want to do the right 
thing." 
His opponent was Marc 
Kimball, who Charron mentioned 
had worked in Washington, D.C. 
for his entire life for his party. 
see Charron Minnesota State 
Representative 
continued on page 2 
The other members of his family, 
his two little girls, Kelsey (eight) 
and Julia (seven) have also been 
crucial to the campaign's success, 
Charron said. 
"She's a smart lady [Lori]," 
he said. "And my two girls went 
door-to-door with me saying, 
`Please vote for my dad.'" 
But, having two prestigious jobs 
comes with a price. As Charron 
mentioned before, it was really 
"Our age group 
needs to be better 
represented. 
If we want to make 
any sort of difference, 
we need to 
take action." 
- Angela Birr 
ential Election of 2004 
"It showed a lot of maturity on similar comment, saying she voted 
Kerry's part not to hold out the "because our age group needs to 
election for three more weeks." be better represented. If we want 
"I know God would 
have used either 
candidate to 
accomplish his will." 
- Ashley Stabb 
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Representative, 
with a much 
bigger political 
base to appease. 
He said he sent 
out political 
literature to 10, 
644 homes in 
his district. 
"I have 
"I have a servant's 
heart. Public service 
is important, and I 
think I've got 
something to offer." 
- Professor 
Micheal Charron 
College Republicans Sponsor Election Eve Fun 
for their views to be seen and 	Concordia University seeks to 
heard as well. Members of the prepare students for "thoughtful 
College Republicans were able to and informed living." What 
locate the hard to find DVDs and better way to be informed than to 
gain permission from the makers understand both sides of an issue? 
themselves to screen the movies That is exactly why members of 
for free. the College Democrats showed 
Devin Gallison said, "I thought up to view the films as well. 
it was a good way to get people 	Senior Stella Fasanello had this 
informed on both sides of the to say about the event: "Being 
issue. However, I don't think informed is about knowing 
anyone's mind changed being the the issues from all sides, and 
night before the election. It was for the benefit of our own 
just a fun night." 	 knowledge and the good of the 
Aaron Gehrke added, "I thought campus community, the College 
it was cool to see the turnout Democrats participated in the 
of people wanting to become movie night. Although there were 
informed on the truth." 	 times I vehemently disagreed 
By Matthew Griepentrog 
Michael Moore said the following 
in a February 2002 interview 
with Playboy: "The only people 
who flew on those three days 







just a few 
paragraphs 
later that the 
bin Ladens 
were flown 
out of the 
country 
"when airports reopened three 
days after the attacks." 
These kind of deceptions uttered 
freely by Michael Moore prompted 
the College Republicans to do 
something. So what did they do? 
They had a party - a "Vast Right-
Wing Conspiracy Party." 
Both conservatives and liberals 
showed up in surprising numbers 
to view two movies, "FahrenHY P E 
9/11" and• "Celsius 41.11." The 
night began with the viewing 
of "FahrenHYPE", which is a 
rebuttal of Michael Moore's hit 
documentary, "Fahrenheit 9/11." 
The movie alleges that 59 untruths 
are presented in "Fahrenheit," and 
attempts to give the truth. 
Jake Borkhus said, "I was 
captured and mesmerized by the 
movie's content and quality. It 













the Bush Administration and 
provide a commentary on Sen. 
John Ken-y, particularly on his 
testimony before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
and his philosophy on the War on 
Terror. 
The College Republicans saw a 
need for both sides of the political 
spectrum to be represented at 
CSP. With the Student' Bulletin 
announcement about the College 
Democrats donating a copy of 
"Fahrenheit 9/11" to the library 
for loan to students, College 
Republicans found it necessary 
By Kaitlin Hartnett 
On Wednesday, Nov. 3, 
students got a big shock when 
they received an email stating 
that The Annex, which houses 
the Dining Hall (which provides 
lunch and dinner every weekday) 
and Health Center (among other 
services) would be closed until 
Nov. 12 due to a sanitary sewer 
rupture. The Dining Hall was still 
open that evening. All food and 
meals that were usually served in 
the Dining Hall were moved to 
the Student Union. 
The employees whO work 
in the Dining . Hall were 
then responsible for carting 
all the food for lunch and 
dinner across campus twice 
a day. 
"It's difficult, running 
food back and forth all the 
way [down the tunnel] all 
day," Carla Bean, a Sodexho 
employee who works in the 
Student Union and runs the 
cash register said. "It's also 
stressful having everybody 
down here at once in such a 
small spot." 
Freshman Kendall Bruhl 
said it was somewhat 
inconvenient to go to the 
Union, because it was not 
continued from page 1 
..."He's been inside politics 
his whole life," he said. 
"He knows how to play 
the games. I have not been 
part of the game, and I 
think it could use a fresh 
perspective." 
Charron clearly backs this 
statement up by what he 
mentions in his website: 
"My experience as a 
city council member and 
on county commissions 
has given me the local 
perspective that is needed to 
get the job done here in our 
district. I know much more 
about Washington County 
than Washington D.C., 
and I will be a pragmatic, 
common-sense leader who 
will look after our local 
interests." 
Charron became involved 
in politics when he was 
involved in community 
organizations in his  




Bruhl: They also 
said that the 
Union was not as 
spacious or fit all the students as 
comfortably as they would like. 
To make up for the loss of space, a 
couple of longer tables and chairs 
were added to the corner by the 
hometown of Woodbury, Minn. 
When the opportunity came 
for him to run for City Council, 
he took it and beat seven other 
people. That was four years ago, 
in 2000. Now, he has successfully 
completed his race for State 
a 	servant's 
heart," Charron said. "Public 
service is important, and I think 
I've got something to offer." 
The most important issues in 
the campaign were education, 
affordable and accessible 
healthcare and transportation. 
Charron also said he believes 
that "we can do things that the 
government needs to do without  
with what was on the screen, it 
was good to know why people not 
of my political persuasion might 
believe what they do. I left the 
Student Union stronger in what I 
believe and thankful to be living 
in the United States where I have 
the right to be informed and voice 
my beliefs and opinions." 
With all of the information out 
there, students are able to use 
their critical thinking skills to 
determine what is true and what 
is not. Hopefully, as students at 
a liberal arts institution, students 
can be accepting of others' views 
and open to information that they 
may not agree with. 
big-screen television. 
"The only good part about eating 
in the Union is being able to take 
our food back to our rooms and 
eat," freshman 
Nicole Hansen 
said. "You can't 
do that in the 
Dining Hall. But, 
it's still really 
packed most of 
the time." 
The Dining Hall reopened on 
Nov. 15. Soon, the offices and 
classes in the Annex will also be 
continued as usual. 
raising taxes. We have enough 
resources, and we just need to 
make sure we spend the money 
wisely." 
Charron, a Republican, won 
this year's election, replacing 
Eric Lipman who won in 2002 
and did not go 
for reelection. 










As for Concordia Theatre this 
year, he said they still plan to put 
out a "full theatre season and lead 
the troops." So far, there was one 
musical put out in October, "Hello 
Dolly." The other productions to 
be put on this year include "Proof" 
and William Shakespeare's "As 
You Like It." 
"I left the Student Union 
stronger in what I believe 
and thankful to be living 
in the United States where 
I have the right to be 
informed and voice my 
beliefs and opinions." 
- Stella Fasanello 
Dining Hall Closed Due to Pipe Rupture 
Photo by Ben Fink 
Hungry students flooded into the Union for lunch while the Dining Hall was 
closed for repairs. 
as accommodating as the Dining 
Hall. 
"It's not as spacious," she 
said. "There are not nearly as 
many tables and 	  
"It's difficult, running 
food back and forth 
all the way [down 
the tunnel] all day." 
- Carla Bean 
Charron Minnesota State Representative 
2 
a visit to The Aveda Institute 
Minneapolis for a purely 
affordable hair cut, hair color 
or spa treatment. 
Experience soothing services for hair, nail, skin 
and body at relaxed prices. Cuts start at $12 and 
hair color and texture at $32. Massages start at 
$44 and facials at $35. Enjoy a waxing, manicure 
and pedicure, too. All services provided by 
supervised students. Appointments welcome by 
calling 612.331.1400. 
- Letters from the Editors - 
Notation of Inspiration 	Stand Up! Keep Fighting! 
Post-election, what happens? By Megan Corson Managing Editor 
As the candidates of the 2004 
election enter their elected 
positions, I want to thank the 
Concordia campus. 
On Sept. 11, 2001, I was 
attending school at another 
campus in Minnesota. 1 remember 
the feelings after that event, and 
I remember my   
feelings after the 
troops entered 
the War in Iraq. I 
waited for student 
reactions. 1 waited 
for students to 
rally 	for their 
beliefs. 	1 was 
proud of the few 
students who did, 
and I was appalled 
by the greater amount of students 
who did not. 
Three years later, I found 
myself on another campus, 
Concordia University. As the 
election approached, I was 
incredibly proud of the number 
of students who rallied behind 
their candidates. It was truly 
inspiring to see college students—
who some label as uncaring, 
egocentric, and oblivious of 
world affairs—debating about 
current issues, encouraging other 
students to vote, and becoming 
informed about issues. 
Regardless of the winner or 
loser, I think that the focus of this 
election does not necessarily have 
to be on the outcome. The focus  
can instead be upon the young 
voters, the future of the country, 
who participated in the polls. 
According to an article "Voter 
Turnout Highest since 1968" from 
the Los Angeles Times, "Young 
people and social conservatives 
helped drive a large increase in 
voting rates Tuesday, producing 
what analysts said was the highest 
U.S. turnout since 
1968." The article 
also 	said 	that 
"The enduring 
I egacy of the 
2004 election is to 
demonstrate the 
potency of voter 
mobilization 
efforts." 
So, thank you 
to the groups on 
campus that encouraged voting; 
thank you to the people who 
gathered for informed debates; 
and thank you to the people who 
intelligently considered the values 
and issues of the election. 
The mission of Concordia 
University is "to prepare students 
for thoughtful and informed 
living." The living does not just 
stop with thoughts. The thoughts 
must be transformed into actions. 
Thank you for your action. 
The 2004 election is over. 
However, the action does not 
have to stop. Just as different 
groups inspired to vote, they can 
inspire for action. Rally behind 
something you believe in. Be 
inspired. 
By Eric Cannedy 
Editor-in-Chief 
As we come off the high of this 
year's elections, I must admit that 
I am troubled. It is not because my 
candidate did not win (although it 
still stings), or because 1 am upset 
about the results in the rest of the 
nation. Rather, it is because of the 
extremely polarized way in which 
politics in the country have come 
to run. And, after such a close 
and sometimes vicious election, 
I am worried that it will just get 
worse. 
On Oct. 15, Jon Stewart of 
Comedy Central's "The Daily 
Show" made an appearance on 
CNN's "Crossfire." He did not 
go on the show to be funny. He 
appeared on the show to make 
some very thought-provoking 
statements . about shows like 
"Crossfire," or "Hardball," or 
any other show that pits a liberal 
against a conservative. "It's 
hurting America," said Stewart. 
"I think, oftentimes, the person 
that knows they can't win is 
allowed to speak the most freely, 
because, otherwise, shows with 
titles such as 'Crossfire' will jump 
on it." Stewart went on to make 
a very valid point—that today, in 
America, shows like "Crossfire" 
put up issues that seem to have 
a black versus white answer and 
let their respective guests go at 
it, often resulting in a fight rather 
than a debate. It provides an  
exceedingly polarized atmosphere. 
where working together and 
compromising cannot happen. 
Unfortunately, I am not sure most 
college students really think about 
the candidate they are supporting. 
Students generally seemed to 
pick the candidate, and then think 
-about the issues. Were Republican 
students really 
supportive 
of the war in 
Iraq, or was 
it more about 
being on their 
candidate's 
side? I am not 
sure. 	1 can 
only 	speak 
for myself. I 
decide which 
candidate I will 
support based 
on the issues, 
but that seems 
to be too much 
to ask from some people. 1 think 
it is just a byproduct of the highly 
polarized country in which we 
live. 
This is not healthy for 
government, when two parties are 
convinced that their positions are 
right and the other's are wrong. It 
is two groups pitted against one 
another, each determined to beat 
their enemy—where the country 
ends up is partisan deadlock. 
That's not where it needs to be. 
It needs to be cooperation and  
end in compromise. The nation 
was pretty equally divided in 
this election, and it is going to 
take a lot of bipartisan action to 
get things done. Unfortunately, 
bipartisan rebels like Senator 
John McCain are rare. We need 
more people like him, willing to 
compromise and work together. 
In the wake 
	  of Senator Paul 
Wellstone's 
tragic death 
two years ago, a 
common slogan 
of his supporters 
was "Stand Up, 
Keep Fighting," 
and it's still 
popular among 
progressives. 
I'm not sure 
that they meant 
"-fighting" in the 
sense in which 
our nation has 
been engaged in it. Debate on 
the issues is healthy, and it makes 
democracy work. My hope is 
that after this close and polarized 
election year, we can start to heal 
and work together again. 
Given the tense climate of 
the country, perhaps the slogan 
for us should read: "Stand up! 
Keep debating! Keep working 
together! Keep thinking! Keep 
acting! Keep caring, even though 
the election is over!" 
"The foc us can 
instead be upon 
the youn g voters, 
the futur e of the 
countr y, who 
particip ated in 
the p olls." 
- Megan Corson 
"I am not sure 
most college students 
really think about the 
candidate they are 
supporting...Were 
Republican students 
really supportive of the 
war in Iraq, or was it 
more about being on 
their candidate's side?" 
- Eric Cannedy 
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"Ladies in Waiting" Serve the Campus Community 
By Erin Jolie Thompson 
Walking down the tunnel on 
Monday, Nov. 1, many people 
may have witnessed the unlikely 
sight of ironing boards, sewing 
needles, wrinkled clothing, and 
buttons. This date marked the 
first Iron and Sew Day, led by the 
Small Group Bible Study who 
calls themselves "The Ladies in 
Waiting." 
The name "Ladies in Waiting" 
refers to waiting for God. This 
all-women Bible Study meets 
on Sunday evenings at 8:00 for 
an hour and a half. Led by Erin 
Jolie Thompson and Abigail Joy 
Gimbel, the group discusses 
topics that range from prayer 
to submission to servanthood. 
During the Bible Study in which 
they discussed servanthood, one 
of the many ideas they discussed 
was ways to serve the Concordia 
Community. This group, as 
a whole, values the Christian 
discipline of servanthood, 
especially since in John 13:14-15, 
after Jesus washes his disciples' 
feet, he tells them to go and do 
likewise. Basing their attitudes 
and lives off this idea, this small 
group Bible study has turned their 
ideas and thoughts into action. 
The Iron and Sew Day, 
originally thought of by Devin 
Leigh Gallison, a fellow "Lady 
in Waiting," grew to incorporate 
offering sewing and ironing 
services to the entire Concordia 
community. All 10 members 
worked together in getting 
supplies, making bags of candy, 
laundry tips, and dryer-sheet-
flowers, and working the event. 
"We ironed everything from 
security uniforms, jeans, and 
shirts; we also mended pants, 
tears, and even sewed buttons 
on leather jackets!" Ashley 
Hyatt, another "Lady in Waiting" 
exclaimed. Kathryn Schafer said, 
"I ironed because I can't sew! It 
was so much fun." 
This group plans to do other 
service projects like leading 
the chapel service on Nov. 18, 
Thanksgiving Caroling at local 
nursing homes, holding a Holiday 
Bake Sale on Dec. 1, selling 
Christmas baked goods for a 
benefit to a local charity, bagging  
groceries to make profit for a local 
charity, and possibly planning 
more Iron and Sew Days to serve 
the Concordia students, faculty, 
and staff. 
The Small Group Bible Study 
ministry, under the leadership of 
Dr. Steve Arnold and Campus 
Ministry Associate Eric Selle, 
has grown tremendously since 
last year, including over 150 
students. Benefits of these small 
groups that are apparent on this 
campus and especially to those 
who are in small groups include 
Christian support, new and deeper 
relationships with fellow members 
of God's family, opportunities 
for witness and growing in faith, 
accountability in faith, and times 
to have fun. 
The "Ladies in Waiting," 
Schafer, Hyatt, Gallison, Lindsay 
Hargens, Anna Stone, Crysten 
Cusher, Kendall Bruhl, Rachael 
Menden, and leaders Thompson 
and Gimbel, agree that the small 
group ministry has been an asset 
to their faith lives as well as their 
college lives. "It is so great to 
get together each week and form 
relationships with these ladies and 
with God," Bruhl said. Gimbel 
agrees: "I look forward to our 
small group every week, and it 
has given me the opportunity to 
get to know some cool `kats' on 
campus as well as the 'Big G' 
[God]." 
Freshman Ferrts, 
The most obvious answer 
at even one class is too many to 
the end of the semester 
approaching, many 
about , upcoming 
OaSignnients, 
E-tren though 
a friend who 
fm'yourselfout of the 
original ideas of your classmates 
rofessor. Inevitably, these 
.ideas may be on a test at 
Not only may your test grades 
jaffected by skipping but your 
ttendance grade will also be 
ectech, Some professors state 
'Babas that if a student 
a certain number of 
I*, the student's grade will 
a certain number of points 
er grades. You may want to 
e syllabi of your courses 
to see how many times skipping a 
s is too many. 
an issue that you may or 
may not have thought about is the 
fact that every class period that 
you miss, you are wasting a certain 
amount of dollars. Someone 
computed out how much students 
pay per class period, and I believe 
that it is somewhere between 50 attends class while you skip it, it 
is bettg+A*400#4404010cant 0. td 100 dollars. So, next time 
pingS.rst-Iiiii0070$0etitiliSk.pit wonder about how many 
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aid for the It 
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Photo by Ben Fink 
The Science Museum of Minnesota is located on Kellogg Blvd. across from 
Xcel Energy Center in downtown St. Paul. 
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Deal Me In: A Look at the Other Side of the Card Table 
by location. Most casinos or job. That's when you mess up. 
card clubs offer these classes, You're dealing with people's 
but taking the class at a certain money here, people's lives. They 
location does not guarantee a job don't like it if you daydream and 
there. Everyone   screw something 
still has to apply 	"If you're a poker 	up." 	And, like 
and have a practice lover, Canterbury is any job, the most 
session in front of 	the place to go." 	important 	thing 
the casino board. is whether or not 
There's more to 	- Jesse 	you like it. "Hours 
being a dealer than can get really 
just dealing cards. Math skills are long. Sometimes, it's really busy 
very important for quick adding and everything is fast paced; 
and figuring. Jesse adds that you sometimes, it's not busy at all." 
must know the rules and always Most dealers don't work the 
be on top of things mentally. same hours every week, as 
"There's no daydreaming on the scheduling depends on how 
By Alissa Kness 
Television shows like "World 
Series of Poker" and "Celebrity 
Poker Challenge" show that poker 
playing has been on the rise. 
Viewers are primarily interested 
in watching the game. Who really 
thinks about the dealer? For an 
inside look at the life of a card 
dealer, I turned to Jesse, a dealer 
at Canterbury Card Club in 
Shakopee, MN. 
The first step in becoming a 
dealer at a card club is to attend 
six weeks of dealer classes. 
These classes generally cost 
around $300, but the cost varies 
By Logan Scheiwe 
At the end of a long day of 
school, work, and meetings, 
nothing feels better than going 
home and relaxing; however, not 
everyone has this ability. Many 
people throughout Minnesota 
and the rest of the nation are 
not as fortunate. The number of 
homeless individuals is on the 
rise. More children go to bed 
hungry today than just a few 
years ago. It is easy to overlook 
this life-altering issue, because it 
shows where society is failing. 
The issue of homelessness is not 
an issue that can be set aside and 
forgotten. 
Over one-third of Minnesota's 
homeless population is made up 
of children under the age of six. 
If these children do not receive an 
adequate beginning in life, how 
much harder will it be for them 
10 years later? The number of 
homeless children today is greater 
than the total number of homeless 
individuals in 1991. An estimated 
10-12,000 youth (under 17) 
will experience unaccompanied 
homelessness in a year. These 
youth will not have anyone with 
them as they battle the lack of 
home and food. Of these youth, 
81 percent are enrolled in some 
form of school. Over all age 
groups, there has been an increase 
of 36 percent in the number 
of homeless since 1997. The 
conclusion can be drawn from 
these statistics that homelessness 
is not a passing problem but 
an issue that is prevalent and 
permanent in Minnesota. 
Just because a person is homeless 
does not mean he or she does not 
work or attempt to improve his or 
her standard of living. From 1991 
to 2000, the number of employed 
homeless rose from 19 percent to 
41 percent. In 2003, the number 
of working homeless dropped to 
30 percent with just 13 percent 
working fulltime. Though 
there are individuals working, 
trying to get out of the state of 
homelessness, the wages they are 
paid are minimal. The median 
monthly income for a male who 
visits an emergency shelter is 
$543 with women averaging 
less. Yes, this is an income, but 
it is not sufficient to pay basic 
living expenses. Thirty percent 
of these individuals have received 
some type of post-secondary 
education. Being homeless does  
not equal lazy and unmotivated. 
Being homeless means that an 
individual has not been given an 
opportunity to succeed in life or 
has failed previously and needs 
another attempt. 
The winters in Minnesota get 
cold. Few that live outside the 
state realize that summers can 
get hot. The climate extremes in 
Minnesota cause more problems 
for the homeless. With cold 
temperatures, many prefer to go 
home, turn the thermostat up, and 
get under many blankets while 
having hot chocolate. Homeless 
individuals do not have this 
opportunity. They are forced to 
go to emergency shelters (if there 
is room) to warm up. They must 
find structures that will shelter 
them from the wind and snow. 
Many do not have proper clothing 
to battle the effects of winter. In 
the heat of the summer, homeless 
individuals do not have the 
opportunity to go home and turn 
on the air conditioner. They are 
forced to withstand the heat while 
trying to find shade somewhere, 
anywhere. They do not have the 
luxuries of stepping inside to cool 
off before going back outside. 
Though homelessness is 
significant in America, the issue 
is not insurmountable. Many 
opportunities are available for 
individuals to combat this battle. 
People can write letters to local, 
state, and federal government 
officials asking them to stress 
homelessness on their agenda. 
They can volunteer at shelters to 
help those who are less fortunate, 
donate to or organize a food or 
clothing drive. They can talk 
to someone who is or has been 
homeless, and listen to his or her 
stories and solutions. They can 
also become a friend and ally to 
someone who is homeless. A 
person can educate him or herself 
about the true state of long-term 
homelessness and join thousands 
of others who are working 
diligently to end this very solvable 
problem. This is just a list of 
possibilities that can be done to 
combat homelessness. 
Ultimately, the war against 
homelessness can only be won 
with the influence of those who are 
more fortunate. The website http:// 
web.csp.edu/servicelearning/  
nhhaw/facts.html provides 
more information concerning 
the problem of homelessness in 
America. This year, National 
Hunger and Homelessness Week 
is being observed by Concordia. 
This allows the Concordia 
community to unite with others 
around the nation in the fight 
against hunger and homelessness. 
Homelessness is not impossible 
to overcome. Concordia must 
unite with Minnesota and the rest 
of America in order to prevail 
over this immediate problem. It 
is possible to change the world, 
but this can only be accomplished 
if each person changes the world 
around him or herself. All facts and 




By Abby Gimbel 
When the words "science" and 
"museum" are combined, some 
students might think "boring." 
However, the Science Museum is 
far from boring. Science can be 
fun, exciting, and even a source 
of entertainment on those lazy 
Saturday afternoons. Right here 
in St. Paul, the Science Museum is 
a place to engage in a plethora of 
scientific studies that are actually 
interesting (and maybe a bit of 
learning can take place as well). 
On Nov. 10, the Science 
Museum opened a special exhibit 
called "Chinasaurs: The Great 
Dinosaurs of China." It has 
skeletons, artifacts, dinosaur eggs, 
nests, and footprints. A person 
can look around and pretend he 
or she is living with the primeval 
monsters. One 
can roar at the 
dinosaurs and 
see if they roar 
back. But these 
dinosaurs are not 
the only friends a 
person will make 
at this building of 
scientific fun. 
The Science Museum has 
over eight acres of space inside 
filled with amazing sights and 
exhibits investigating the vast 
array of scientific information. 
A person can cruise through the 
Bloodstream Superhighway of 
the Human Body Gallery. One 
can visit Emily, the two-headed 
turtle. Not only that, but there is 
a superfluity of different wacky  
many people are on the staff. At 
Canterbury, Jesse usually works 
at least 40 hours a week, but they 
are irregular. "Canterbury is open 
24 hours, so my working time is 
pretty irregular. Sometimes I get 
stuck working in the middle of 
the night. That's a great thing on 
weekends, because every table is 
usually full, but during the week 
it can be pretty slow." 
Beginners make about $750 
a week, including tips. "It's a 
pretty decent job; we get paid 
more than people   
think," Jesse says. 
"Once - you've 
been working at 
a club for awhile 
and worked your 
way up, the casino 
will send you to 
deal at different 
tournaments 
around 	the 
country. It's a good job, you get 
good money, full benefits, travel, 
and you're around poker all the 
time. What could be better?" 
The increased publicity from 
television has resulted in a 
definite increase among younger 
poker players. Jesse notes that, 
"Especially within the last two 
years, there has been a huge 
increase among , college-aged 
players. Poker is at its biggest 
right now. I wonder where kids 
get this money to play with." 
Because Canterbury's main 
focus is poker, the staff definitely 
caters to its poker players. "If 
experiments to check out: 	a 
Phrenology machine that can 
"deduce" someone's personality, 
a 1950s foot x-ray machine that 
finds a person's perfect shoe size, 






the museum is 
located along 
the Mississippi 
River, there is 
a beautiful view where one can 
not only see live fish, but can flop 
on the fish scale to compare his 
or her weight with a Mississippi 
Fish. 
The Science Museum offers 
many unique visuals. In the 3D 
Cinema there is a "stunningly 
realistic journey to Earth's closest 
neighbor," in the showing of 
"Mars 3D," which shows real  
you're a poker lover, Canterbury 
is the place to go," Jesse says. 
Canterbury has a back room 
featuring Blackjack, Super Nine 
and other card games, but the 
highlight of the Card Club is its 
huge poker room. One of the 
largest in the Midwest, it has over 
30 poker tables on which visitors 
play different varieties of poker. 
According to Jesse, Texas Hold 
`em is the most popular. "Hold 
`em is the easiest game to learn, 
plus it's what is played on most 





the new younger 
crowd. You only 
really see older 
people playing 
Seven Card 
Stud or Omaha 
anymore." 
To attract players, Canterbury 
often holds tournament days or 
special nights, such as "Aces 
Never Lose Night," on Tuesdays, 
when players with pocket aces 
win a certain amount of money, 
regardless of whether they won 
the hand or not. Also, "Envelope 
Night" on Wednesdays is when 
players with certain combinations 
of cards win an envelope with 
chips inside. 
Jesse's final word of advice to 
all wannabe dealers: "Keep your 
nails trim and clean, and wash 
your hands often." 
pictures of Mars from the camera 
out in space. There is also 
an Omnitheater which is now 
showing "Forces of Nature." Not 
to be confused with the famous 
Sandra Bullock movie, this feature 
captures wild weather events and 
shows the power of the tornado. 
It claims to be realistic and even 
better than the fake Hollywood 
versions of dangerous twisters. 
The Science Museum has 
activities and adventures for 
anybody, even those who don't 
like science. It is a way to explore 
and discover many new things 
about the world. It also has many 
interactive activities for the easily 
distracted college student. The 
price to see the exhibits is $8, and 
to see the Omnitheater and 3D 
show it is a bit more. It is open 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon.-
Wed., and 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Thurs.-Sat. The Science Museum 
is not far from Concordia. 
Think: A Life Without a Home 
"The Science Museum 
has activities and 
adventures for anybody, 
even those who 
don't like science." 
- Abby Gimbel 
"There has been a 
huge increase among 
college-aged players 
...I wonder where 
kids get this money 
to play with." 
- Jesse 
Science: Hands-On Learning 
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A Look a the Celebration of Ramadan 
The MBA with 
Ingenuity and Practicality 
At Saint Mary's University of Minnesota, the PowerTrak MBA has 
arrived. You'll be immersed in the economic and business realities of 
today with PowerTrak's blend of innovative delivery, real work expe-
rience, solid academics and leading edge problem solving skills for 
business. The PowerTrak curriculum is global, technologically current, 
and brings you to a new level of understanding about business ethics, 
corporate responsibility, leadership and character. 
Call toll-free: 1-866-437-2788 ext. 142 
www.smumn.edu/gradpro/mba  
Daytime and evening options available! 
- Saint Mary's 
M University 
OF MINNESOTA 
School of Graduate & Professional Programs 
Twin Cities Campus • 2500 Park Avenue • Minneapolis, MN 55404 
To learn more about Saint Mary's University, go online: wtnniv.smumn.edu  
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rehearse their lines for "Proof" 
By Haidee Kuehne 
As turkey-lovers venture home for 
a home-cooked meal of stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, cranberries, and 
turkey, others around the world 
are barely eating. They have eaten 
nothing during the day since Oct. 
15. They are not trying to lose 
weight. They are not attempting 
to feed others around the world 
by going hungry. Islamic people 
are celebrating Ramadan. 
Fasting is one of the "Five Pillars 
of Islam," which means that it is 
a very important 
religious ritual. 
Because it is so 
important, one 
whole month 
of the Islamic 
Calendar is 





can occur at 
various 	points 
throughout the year, because the 
Islamic Calendar consists of 12 
months that are based on cycles 
of the moon. This year, Ramadan 
began on Oct. 15, and since the 
typical number of days in a month 
is 30, the end of Ramadan fell on 
Nov. 14. 
The Ramadan ritual of fasting 
is very structured. Muslims must 
fast from sunrise to sunset, and 
they can only eat in moderation 
during the night. The ritual 
includes more than just abstaining 
from food. Harsh words, anger, 
listening to music, and sex are 
also banned during this month. 
Special prayers are said, and 
much time is spent quoting or 
reading from the Qur'an. A goal 
of many Muslims is to recite the 
entire Qur'an in the thirty-day 
period of Ramadan. The Qur'an is 
a focal point of Ramadan because 
of the celebration of the "Night  
of Power," which takes place 
somewhere in the last 10 days of 
the month. The "Night of Power" 
commemorates the night when 
Muhammad began to receive the 
Qur'an. It is thought that any 
prayer request offered to Allah 
on this night will be answered. 
Additionally, if a Muslim spends 
the "Night of Power" in worship 
and supplication, all of his or her 
previous sins are forgiven. The 
month of Ramadan ends with a 
three-day celebration and feast. 







Fasting gives a 
person a different 
view on life 
and encourages 
compassion for 
the less fortunate. 
Fasting is also 
a way for Muslims to practice 
self-discipline and obedience 
to Allah; it is an act of worship 
and thanksgiving. Rather than 
looking at the fasting of Ramadan 
as a chore, the devout Muslim 
will look at the month as a period 
of uplifting, spiritual renewal. 
Fasting also ties the Muslim 
community together. There is 
a sense of belonging when one 
knows that he or she is joined 
in fasting for Allah by people all 
over the world. 
Turkey-lovers will probably 
not adopt a month of fasting 
as a national holiday any time 
soon. However, this year, when 
families and individuals across 
the country are feasting, they 
should remember that others are 
engaging in a completely different 
kind of celebration—fasting-
which America may not practice 
as a nation, but needs to respect. 
Amanda Busby and Stephanie Olson 
By Lindsay Hartleben 
Shifting gears from the singing, 
dancing, and comedy of "Hello 
Dolly!" in October, the Theatre 
Department's latest effort is a 
touching drama that has mystery 
instead of music. "Proof," by 
David Auburn, examines how two 
sisters deal with the death of their 
father, Robert, a mathematician 
who teetered between genius and 
mental illness. Some sisterly 
conflict, possible romance, and a 
surprise Robert left behind add 
to the mystery and intrigue of the 
show, which opens at 7:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 18. 
In the role of the ailing Robert is 
Jim Seemann, Resident Designer 
for the Theatre Department. His 
older daughter, 
Claire, is played 
by senior 
Amanda Busby. 
In her first role 
















"Hal" Dobbs, a 
former student 
of Robert's,  
who not only takes interest in 
Catherine, but the incredible 
mathematical proof she claims to 
have written. 
Michael Charron directed this 
cast of only four actors in the 
middle of campaigning for State 
Representative. 
"Michael was a busy man. 
It became a challenge, but 
not an insurmountable one," 
Brutscher said. "I have gotten 
closer to this cast than others I 
have been part of. There has been 
a process of pulling together as a 
cast to help each other." 
The director's busy schedule 
as he campaigned toward his 
win in House District 56A was 
something the cast had to work  
around. 
"Even if there weren't 
scheduled rehearsals because of 
the campaign, we could and did 
still meet one on one with each 
other to go over lines. There 
were times when Michael would 
get numerous phone calls but he 
would always look and say we 
were his priority at the moment," 
Olson said. 
Although it is a play centered 
on mathematics, audience 
members need not understand 
or enjoy the subject to enjoy the 
show. Relationships between the 
characters make an academic topic 
stirring rather than scientific. 
"The scenes between 
Catherine and her father, Robert, 
are powerful. There is this 
man slowly losing his mind 
to some internal mathematical 
world, and Catherine being there 
to catch him. It is touching," 
Brutscher said. 
"I think there are moments that 
will completely catch the students 
off-guard. I think they appreciate 
how real it is," Olson said. 
Catch "Proof' in the E.M. 
Pearson Theatre, at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 18, through 
Saturday, Nov. 20, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 21. The show 
is $4 for CSP employees and 
students, $10 for adults, and $8 
for seniors. 
"Remember that others 
are engaging in a 
completely different 
kind of celebration, 
fasting, which America 
may not practice 
as a nation, but 
needs to respect." 
- Haidee Kuehne 
Show us the "Proof" 
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Operation Christmas Child: Operation Sharing God's Love 






boxes are then 
gathered at a 
collection center 
where they are 
approved 	for 
delivery 	all 




boys and girls, 
ages two to 
four, five to 
nine, or 10 to 14. These specially 
prepared gifts are given to those 
who are not fortunate enough 
to receive a plethora of presents 
during Christmas, all the while 
spreading the good news of 
Christ's saving birth. 
This year, Operation Christmas 
Child came to Concordia. Student 
Support Services volunteered their 
time and energy by coordinating 
this event and acting as the 
official, on-campus drop-off site 
for the shoe boxes. Pamela Braun, 
Director of Career Services, and 
Dawn Clark, Practicum Career 
Counselor, teamed up to promote 
this holiday service project. "I 
had established a number of goals 
for the year—one was to perform 
more outreach, another was 
God Uses the Invisible People 
or another, each of us has been passed by, rejected, or misunderstood 
in our own pain. The feeling of being invisible comes from the very 
depths of our souls, as we have all felt lost and forgotten; or at least we 
believe that we are obscured, for God is the seer of invisible people. 
The psalmist writes in chapter 33, "From 
the heavens the Lord looks down and sees 
Photo by Ben Fink 
Dawn Clark and Pamela Braun of Student Support Services prepare shoe-
boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
all mankind, from his dwelling place he 
watches all who live on earth." God not 
only notices the people who the world 
ignores and discards, but recognizes them 
as his special creation and uses them for 
his greater purpose. From the woman at the 
well to each of the disciples, Jesus, while 
on earth, took the time to seek out those 
who the world 
called invisible 
and unclean. No 
matter our sin or 
the consequences 
of 	the 	sin, 
God looks into the depths of our hearts and 
considers us his holy children, declared 
righteous through his blood. Through the 
washing away of our sins, we can see and 
treat each other as Christ sees us—as his 
beloved children, each one cared for, chosen, 
and visible. 
"Invisible People" 
God chose to use: 
Joshua 2, Matthew 9, Acts 9, Luke 1 
Further reading: 
Acts 15:7-11, Psalms 139, 
Romans 5:8 
"I tell you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did 
for me." —Matthew 25:40 
Even though Thanksgiving 
is not here quite yet, the signs 
of Christmas are hard to miss. 
The toys stacked high and the 
stores decked out in red and 
green confirm that the season of 
Christmas is on its way. Soon, 
Christmas music will chime 
cheerfully over sound systems. 
Presents will be tucked away in 
mom and dad's closet until the 
tree is in its place. Credit cards 
will be maxed out. Christmas 
brings loads of presents and toys 
to many people. But, what about 
those who will not get presents 
this year? 
Samaritan's Purse, a non-
denominational 	Christian 
By Gwendolyn Labovitch 
The vision of a five-year-old 
boy wearing a red cape and his 
underwear inside-out, leaping in 
the air, is one that most mothers 
hold close to the heart. During 
our childhood, where anything 
is possible, the idolization' 
of such heroes as Superman, 
Spiderman, X-Men, Batman (and 
his sidekick Robin), and Wonder 
Woman engulfed our dreams 
and imaginations, causing us to 
desire a power that was beyond 
regular human capacity. One of 
the most coveted superpowers 
is that of invisibility; the ability 
to move around anonymously 
has a certain appeal. We long to 
see and experience that which is 
impossible when others notice 
us. 
All of us at one point in time 
have wanted to be invisible, and 
all of us have known invisible 
people. Invisible people are those 
who are suffering and hurting, but 
no one seems to take the time to 
notice or lend a healing hand. 
Sorrow and guilt come when 
we consider how many invisible 
people we come in contact with 
on a daily basis, because we have 
been in their shoes. At one time  
a different agenda 
this Christmas. 
Instead of storing 
up presents for 
loved ones, the 
organization 
is packing 
presents to be 
sent to different 
countries all over 






According to the 
Samaritan's Purse 
website, Operation Christmas 
Child "provides an opportunity for 
people of all ages to be involved 
in a simple, hands-on mission 
project while focusing on the true 
promote activities within Career 
Services that modeled Concordia's 
mission. When I mentioned 
these priorities to Dawn, she 
informed me of this organization 
and her past experience with 
it. It is through her experience 
with Operation Christmas Child 
that we decided on the focus 
of our holiday service project," 
said Braun. Dawn's experience 
ranges from "assembling boxes 
to assisting with the loading of 
trucks at the distribution center," 
she said. 
The last day to drop boxes 
at Student Support Services 
is Friday, Nov. 19. The shoe 
boxes will then be delivered 
to Northwestern Bookstore in 
Har Mar Mall. Student Support 
Services hopes to collect between 
20 and 25 shoe boxes. 
Last year, according to the 
Samaritan's Purse website, the 
Operation Christmas Child project 
reported an astonishing collection 
of 6.6 million shoe boxes, which 
were distributed to 95 countries 
around the world. This year, they 
hope to collect seven million shoe 
boxes. National Collection Week 
continues through Nov. 22. Those 
who are interestedin volunteering 
at a collection site or a processing 
center during the months of 
November and December should 
contact Samaritan's Purse at 1-
800-353-5949 or at their website, 
to www.samaritanspurse.org . 
meaning of Christmas—Jesus 
Christ, God's greatest gift." 
Each year, just before Christmas, 
millions of shoe boxes are filled 
with small, unused gifts like 
school supplies, hygiene items, 
"Invisible people 
are those who 
are suffering and 
hurting, but no 
one seems to 
take the time to 
notice or lend 
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2"d place behind Northern State. 
The women runners were led by 
Amanda Mueller, who received 
12'h place overall. Jen Carbone 
also had a strong race, finishing 
in 34'h. Kaitlin Hartnett, who was 
injured for most of the season, 
was impressive as well. Jessica 
Johnson and Haidee Kuehne 
finished it up for the women, who 
ended up with a 6th place overall 
finish. 
By Luke Johnson 
The Bears suffered a hard, cold 
loss to the Bemidji Beavers on 
Nov. 2, in a 3-0 defeat. While 
others stood in lines waiting to 
cast their votes, Concordia's 
soccer team finished a grueling 
season at the home opener in 
the first round of the NSIC 
tournament. Early in the game, 
CSP missed an opportunity 
to score with a shot that was 
barely deflected by Bemidji's 
goalkeeper. Within a few minutes 
of the Bears' unprofitable scoring 
attempt, Bemidji fought back to 
take the lead, 1-0. From there 
on, the game slid downhill as 
Bemidji went on to score right 
before and during the 3rd quarter. 
The (11-10) Beavers moved on in 
the tournament, while the (10-11) 
Bears had to come back with sore 
feet and a hope for the future. 
Despite losses of players, the 
team has high expectations for the 
future. No doubt the team will 
be hurt next season by the loss of 
seniors: forward Angie Rocknie, 
defense Maria Radmacher, 
defense Lyndsey Gagas, and 
mid-fielder Bethany Walter. 
Most notable on offense was 
Angie Rocknie with eight goals 
and six attempts. Radmacher 
and Gagas were cornerstones 
for Concordia's defense, both 
named all-NSIC first team in 
2003. However, Concordia will 
have four returning juniors for 
the 2005 season, including the 
outstanding goal keeper Kara 
Gamboni. Also returning are 
sophomores Rachel Vitense, with 
Photo by Heidi Breitbarth 
The Cross Country team 
concluded their season in 
Vermillion, SD, on Nov. 6. It 
was Breitbarth's, Stumvoll's, and 
Carbone's last cross-country race, 
as they are graduating this year. 
With only four veterans on the 
entire team, the team is proud of 
how close they've become and are 
looking forward to next season. 
Photo by Ben Fink 
Women's Soccer Coach Scott 
Zachmann. 
10 goals this season, and Rachel 
Flaherty, who started in 18 games 
this season. There are also high 
hopes for freshmen Ashley Steine 
and Hillary Johnson, who started 
in 18 and 19 games respectively. 
Head Coach Scott Zachman and 
the women's soccer team look 
ahead with high hopes for the 
upcoming 2005 season. Junior 
Kelly Ohland said this about the 
future of the team: "We have 
overcome so many things this 
past year, and because of that 
we know that we can overcome 
anything as long as we work 
as a team. This has been a year 
of firsts for us, and now that we 
know we can compete and beat 
the best of them, next year the 
sky is the limit for this team of 
ONE." Congratulations to the 
women's soccer team for all their 
hard work this 2004 season. 
The cross country team runs in the NSIC meet on October 23, 2004. 
By Shae Wallin 	 On the men's side, Marcus 
The Golden Bear Cross Country Breitbarth, Renato Otten, and 
team represented themselves Kyle Warren led with their All-
well in Wayne, Nebraska for the Conference finishes. Breitbarth 
Conference Meet on Oct. 23. The earned 4 1h, Otten came in 6`h , 
team left early Friday morning, and Warren topped it off in 10 1 h. 
drove in two separate vans, and Right behind the three leaders 
spent the night in a small hotel in were the rest of the men with 
town. The long amount of time strong finishes. Evan Palenschat 
spent together throughout the and Josh Stebbins came in side 
duration of the trip brought the by side with Palenschat getting 
team closer. Early on Saturday 17 1h place and Stebbins earning 
morning, the team ate a small 18'h. Aron Stumvoll, Paul James, 
breakfast and started to get Hassan Guyo, and Andy Jones 
ready for the NSIC Conference finished it off for the team. These 
Championship Race. strong performances earned them 
Home Court Clinched 
By Ben Johnson 
The Golden Bears volleyball 
team is on a roll. With their 
sweep over MSU Moorhead, the 
Bears have officially clinched the 
NSIC title and, more importantly, 
this means that they will hold the 
playoffs at the Gangelhoff Center. 
The women have won 19 straight 
and are looking to finish out this 
season undefeated in conference 
play and win another NSIC 
Championship. The Bears are 
also an impressive 24-1 in regular 
season play and ranked 4'h in the 
nation. 
The postseason will be no walk 
in the park. The teams that the 
Bears are going to face include 
MSU Moorhead, who are second 
in the conference with a 9-2 
record, and they are 22-3 overall. 
The SW Minnesota State is 8-4 in 
conference play and 18-7 overall, 
and the last team that poses a real 
threat is Wayne State with a 7-5 
conference record and a 17-12 
overall record. 
The NSIC Tournament will 
be played on Nov. 11-13 at the 
Gangelhoff Center. If the women 
win the NSIC Championship, then 
the NCAA Regionals would be on 
Nov. 18-20. The team deserves 
as much support as possible, and 
they hope for a large turnout at 
the Gangelhoff Center. 
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